
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ of the 

Diocese of Calgary, 

 

We have all been affected by the scandal and evil 

of clerical abuse in the Church as revealed by the 

Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report and the fallout 

from it. In the pastoral letter that was shared 

recently, I and the other Bishops of Alberta and 

NWT renewed our commitment to protect the 

vulnerable, in particular, the youth. 

 

We take this commitment seriously. In the Diocese 

of Calgary, our response is two-fold. 

 

First, we must all seek an ongoing conversion of 

heart, to call upon the Holy Spirit to help us live the 

Gospel more ardently and to inspire in us greater 

fervor in responding to the universal call to 

holiness as Catholics, so that, we begin to rebuild 

the sacred trust which has been violated. 

 

Second, we are inviting people to talk about these 

difficult issues, if they choose. Our newly launched 

web page, "If you choose to talk about it..." is 

our encouragement and invitation for people to 

reach out to individuals like Patricia Jones, who 

can offer compassionate guidance in taking the 

first steps to break the cycle of silence, and where 

needed, obtain justice. 

 

Silence is deafening. We want to remove barriers 

so that they won't have to suffer in silence. Patricia 

Jones is a qualified professional who has offered  

Patricia or refer them to her. It is 

important  that we be present 

to those who are experiencing 

distress from these most recent 

public reports of abuse within the  

Church, so that we respond with compassion. 

 

Later in the Fall, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

will release new guidelines for the protection of minors. We 

have been working on this document for the past three years. 

We remain open to the Holy Spirit to continue to guide us in 

this battle. 

 

We renew our trust in the Lord and entrust the Diocese to the 

care and protection of Our Lady and St. Joseph. 

 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend William T. McGrattan, D. D. 

Bishop of Calgary  

her services for over 20 years to those 

directly or indirectly impacted by 

abuse.  She can be contacted on the 

confidential toll free number posted on 

our web page: CalgaryDiocese.ca   

 

If you or someone you know is in 

distress, you may want to contact  

Bishop
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We renew our commitment to ensure that any clergy, 
employee, or lay volunteer who commits an offence against 
children, minors, or vulnerable persons is promptly removed 
from ministry in the Church, i.e., diocese and parishes. 
Any offenses committed against minors which are first 
communicated to the Diocese are then reported 
immediately to civil authorities, and victims receive an 
apology, compassion and assistance in recovering from 
any harm they have suffered, including compensation,  
where appropriate. 
 
The Diocese has several measures to protect children and 
we will continue to review and improve all our efforts to 
create a safe environment.  

PROTECTING CHILDREN  

Screening
All clergy, employees and volunteers must provide Vulnerable 

Sector Police Information checks. Intervention Record checks must 

be provided for those serving the vulnerable. Finally, a defined 

process of interviews and reference checks help affirm a 

candidate for any position. 

Training
All clergy, employees and volunteers are required to participate in 

orientation and the Called to Protect training. Specific training, 

Taking Action Against Abuse of Older Adults, is held for those 

serving the elderly. 

Model Code of Conduct
This code of conduct creates the structure to develop and 

implement uniform guidelines for appropriate behaviour of all 

religious and lay persons involved in ministries and other activities 

Committee on Sexual Misconduct and Abuse
The Diocese has had a committee in place for several years. The 

committee comprises representatives from the community who have 

professional and clinical experience.   

Fr. Tim Boyle, the Bishop's Delegate, is a member of the committee. 

A Bishop's Delegate is the bishop's representative who follows 

through all allegations of sexual abuse and misconduct dealing 

with clergy. He demonstrates the Bishop's obligation and concern 

for truth, justice and healing in these cases.   

E-mail: timothy.boyle@calgarydiocese.ca 

Phone: 403-330-5923

and the vulnerable

TALKABOUTIT
.calgarydiocese.ca

You can 

talk about it!

Patricia Jones is CEO of Catholic Family 
Service (CFS). As a well-respected leader 

in the human service sector, Patricia is 
known for her reverence for anyone 

experiencing vulnerability. Her passion 
sparks courageous conversations, which 

often lead to innovative solutions to help 
people break the cycle of vulnerability. 

Patricia has invested over 20 years in the 
development and delivery of human 

services at CFS. Her background is in 
social work with a clinical specialty. 

1-833-547-8360
CALL THE CONFIDENTIAL TOLL-FREE NUMBER


