
Proclaim the Faith.
REDEMPTORIS MISSIO

THE CHURCH’S MISSIONARY MANDATE
Encyclical letter of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II

The Mission of Christ the Redeemer, which is entrusted to the Church, is still far from completion. RM 1
The Missionary thrust therefore belongs to the very nature of the Christian life... so that the world may be-
lieve that you have sent me Jn. 17:21
The number of those who do not know Christ and do not belong to the Church is constantly on the increase. 
Indeed since the end of the Council (1965) the the numbers have almost doubled. ( 1990)
Missionary activity is a matter for all Christians, for all dioceses and parishes, Church institutions and asso-
ciations.
For in the Church’s history, missionary drive has always been a sign of vitality, just as its lessening is a sign 
of a crisis of faith.
I sense the moment has come to commit all the Church’s energies to a new evangelization and to the 
mission ad gentes( decree on the Church’s missionary activity Vat. II) No believer in Christ, no institution of 
the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples.
JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SAVIOUR.  John 14:6 Acts 4:10
Proclaiming Christ and bearing witness to him, when done in a way that respects consciences, does not 
violate freedom. RM 7
Dominus Jesus : Pope Benedict XVI    ( 2000AD) when Cardinal Ratzinger: head of Doctrine for the faith.
In Him, and only in Him, are we set free from alienation and doubt, from slavery to the power of sin and 
death.  “ the love of Christ impels us Eph. 2:14
The Holy Spirit The principal agent of mission.
The Spirit worked through the Apostles, but at the same time he was also at work in those who heard them: 
Through his action the Good News takes shape in human minds and hearts and extends through history. In 
all of this it is the Holy Spirit who gives life. RM Ch. 3 sect 21
Paul and Barnabas are impelled by the Spirit to go to the Gentiles Acts 13: 46-48
It is the Spirit who sows the “seeds of the Word” present in various customs and cultures preparing them for 
full maturity in Christ. RM 28
 The task of proclaiming Christ to all peoples appears immense. The difficulties seem insurmountable: eas-
ily lead to discouragement. It is not a matter of merely human enterprise: RM35
We cannot preach conversion unless we ourselves are converted anew every day RM 47
“whatever is true and holy in other religious traditions Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam. as a reflection of that 
truth which enlightens all men, this does not lessen her duty and resolve to proclaim without fail Jesus 
Christ who is the way, and the truth  and the life...


